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§395.15 Automatic on-board recording
devices.

(a) Authority to use automatic on-board
recording device. (1) A motor carrier
may require a driver to use an auto-
matic on-board recording device to
record the driver’s hours of service in
lieu of complying with the require-
ments of §395.8 of this part.

(2) Every driver required by a motor
carrier to use an automatic on-board
recording device shall use such device
to record the driver’s hours of service.

(b) Information requirements. (1) Auto-
matic on-board recording devices shall
produce, upon demand, a driver’s hours
of service chart, electronic display, or
printout showing the time and se-
quence of duty status changes includ-
ing the drivers’ starting time at the be-
ginning of each day.

(2) The device shall provide a means
whereby authorized Federal, State, or
local officials can immediately check
the status of a driver’s hours of service.
This information may be used in con-
junction with handwritten or printed
records of duty status, for the previous
7 days.

(3) Support systems used in conjunc-
tion with on-board recorders at a driv-
er’'s home terminal or the motor car-
rier’s principal place of business must
be capable of providing authorized Fed-
eral, State or local officials with sum-
maries of an individual driver’s hours
of service records, including the infor-
mation specified in §395.8(d) of this
part. The support systems must also
provide information concerning on-
board system sensor failures and iden-
tification of edited data. Such support
systems should meet the information
interchange requirements of the Amer-
ican National Standard Code for Infor-
mation Interchange (ANSCII) (EIARS-
232/CCITT V.24 port (National Bureau
of Standards ‘‘Code for Information
Interchange,” FIPS PUB 1-1)).

(4) The driver shall have in his/her
possession records of duty status for
the previous 7 consecutive days avail-
able for inspection while on duty.
These records shall consist of informa-
tion stored in and retrievable from the
automatic on-board recording device,
handwitten records, computer gen-
erated records, or any combination
thereof.
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(5) All hard copies of the driver’s
record of duty status must be signed by
the driver. The driver’s signature cer-
tifies that the information contained
thereon is true and correct.

(c) The duty status and additional in-
formation shall be recorded as follows:

(1) “Off duty” or ““OFF’, or by an
identifiable code or character;

(2) “*Sleeper berth’ or ““SB’’ or by an
identifiable code or character (only if
the sleeper berth is used);

(3) ““Driving’ or ““D”, or by an identi-
fiable code or character; and

(4) ““On-duty not driving’ or ““ON”’, or
by an identifiable code or character.

(5) Date;

(6) Total miles driving today;

(7) Truck or tractor and trailer num-
ber;

(8) Name of carrier;

(9) Main office address;

(10) 24-hour period starting time (e.g.,
midnight, 9:00 a.m., noon, 3:00 p.m.)

(11) Name of co-driver;

(12) Total hours; and

(13) Shipping document number(s), or
name of shipper and commodity.

(d) Location of duty status change. (1)
For each change of duty status (e.g.,
the place and time of reporting for
work, starting to drive, on-duty not
driving and where released from work),
the name of the city, town, or village,
with State abbreviation, shall be re-
corded.

(2) Motor carriers are permitted to
use location codes in lieu of the re-
quirements of paragraph (d)(1) of this
section. A list of such codes showing
all possible location identifiers shall be
carried in the cab of the commercial
motor vehicle and available at the
motor carrier’s principal place of busi-
ness. Such lists shall be made available
to an enforcement official on request.

(e) Entries made by driver only. If a
driver is required to make written en-
tries relating to the driver’s duty sta-
tus, such entries must be legible and in
the driver’s own handwriting.

(f) Reconstruction of records of duty
status. Drivers are required to note any
failure of automatic on-board record-
ing devices, and to reconstruct the
driver’s record of duty status for the
current day, and the past 7 days, less
any days for which the drivers have
records, and to continue to prepare a
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handwritten record of all subsequent
duty status until the device is again
operational.

(g) On-board information. Each com-
mercial motor vehicle must have on-
board the commercial motor vehicle an
information packet containing the fol-
lowing items:

(1) An instruction sheet describing in
detail how data may be stored and re-
trieved from an automatic on-board re-
cording system; and

(2) A supply of blank driver’s records
of duty status graph-grids sufficient to
record the driver’s duty status and
other related information for the dura-
tion of the current trip.

(h) Submission of driver’s record of duty
status. (1) The driver shall submit, elec-
tronically or by mail, to the employing
motor carrier, each record of the driv-
er’'s duty status within 13 days fol-
lowing the completion of each record;

(2) The driver shall review and verify
that all entries are accurate prior to
submission to the employing motor
carrier; and

(3) The submission of the record of
duty status certifies that all entries
made by the driver are true and cor-
rect.

(i) Performance of recorders. Motor
carriers that use automatic on-board
recording devices for recording their
drivers’ records of duty status in lieu
of the handwritten record shall ensure
that:

(1) A certificate is obtained from the
manufacturer certifying that the de-
sign of the automatic on-board re-
corder has been sufficiently tested to
meet the requirements of this section
and under the conditions it will be
used,

(2) The automatic on-board recording
device permits duty status to be up-
dated only when the commercial motor
vehicle is at rest, except when reg-
istering the time a commercial motor
vehicle crosses a State boundary;

(3) The automatic on-board recording
device and associated support systems
are, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, tamperproof and do not permit
altering of the information collected
concerning the driver’s hours of serv-
ice;

(4) The automatic on-board recording
device warns the driver visually and/or
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audibly that the device has ceased to
function. Devices installed and oper-
ational as of October 31, 1988, and au-
thorized to be used in lieu of the hand-
written record of duty status by the
FMCSA are exempted from this re-
quirement.

(5) Automatic on-board recording de-
vices with electronic displays shall
have the capability of displaying the
following:

(i) Driver’s total
today;

(ii) The total hours on duty today;

(iii) Total miles driving today;

(iv) Total hours on duty for the 7
consecutive day period, including
today;

(v) Total hours on duty for the prior
8 consecutive day period, including the
present day; and

(vi) The sequential changes in duty
status and the times the changes oc-
curred for each driver using the device.

(6) The on-board recorder is capable
of recording separately each driver’s
duty status when there is a multiple-
driver operation;

(7) The on-board recording device/sys-
tem identifies sensor failures and edit-
ed data when reproduced in printed
form. Devices installed and operational
as of October 31, 1988, and authorized to
be used in lieu of the handwritten
record of duty status by the FMCSA
are exempted from this requirement.

(8) The on-board recording device is
maintained and recalibrated in accord-
ance with the manufacturer’s specifica-
tions;

(99 The motor carrier’s drivers are
adequately trained regarding the prop-
er operation of the device; and

(10) The motor carrier must maintain
a second copy (back-up copy) of the
electronic hours-of-service files, by
month, in a different physical location
than where the original data is stored.

(J) Rescission of authority. (1) The
FMCSA may, after notice and oppor-
tunity to reply, order any motor car-
rier or driver to comply with the re-
quirements of §395.8 of this part.

(2) The FMCSA may issue such an
order if the FMCSA has determined
that—

(i) The motor carrier has been issued
a conditional or unsatisfactory safety
rating by the FMCSA,;

hours of driving
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(ii) The motor carrier has required or
permitted a driver to establish, or the
driver has established, a pattern of ex-
ceeding the hours of service limita-
tions of this part;

(iii) The motor carrier has required
or permitted a driver to fail, or the
driver has failed, to accurately and
completely record the driver’s hours of
service as required in this section; or

(iv) The motor carrier or driver has
tampered with or otherwise abused the
automatic on-board recording device
on any commercial motor vehicle.

[53 FR 38670, Sept. 30, 1988, as amended at 60
FR 38748, July 28, 1995; 68 FR 22516, Apr. 28,
2003; 70 FR 50073, Aug. 25, 2005]

PART 396—INSPECTION, REPAIR,
AND MAINTENANCE

Sec.
396.1
396.3
396.5

Scope.

Inspection, repair, and maintenance.

Lubrication.

396.7 Unsafe operations forbidden.

396.9 Inspection of motor vehicles in oper-
ation.

396.11 Driver vehicle inspection report(s).

396.13 Driver inspection.

396.15 Driveaway-towaway operations and
inspections.

396.17 Periodic inspection.

396.19 Inspector qualifications.

396.21 Periodic inspection recordkeeping re-
quirements.

396.23 Equivalent to periodic inspection.

396.25 Qualifications of brake inspectors.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 31133, 31136, and 31502;
and 49 CFR 1.73.

SOURCE: 44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 396 appear at 66 FR 49874, Oct. 1, 2001.

§396.1 Scope.

General—Every motor carrier, its of-
ficers, drivers, agents, representatives,
and employees directly concerned with
the inspection or maintenance of
motor vehicles shall comply and be
conversant with the rules of this part.

[44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, as amended at 53
FR 18058, May 19, 1988]

§396.3 Inspection, repair, and mainte-
nance.
(a) General. Every motor carrier shall
systematically inspect, repair, and
maintain, or cause to be systemati-
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cally inspected, repaired, and main-
tained, all motor vehicles subject to its
control.

(1) Parts and accessories shall be in
safe and proper operating condition at
all times. These include those specified
in part 393 of this subchapter and any
additional parts and accessories which
may affect safety of operation, includ-
ing but not limited to, frame and frame
assemblies, suspension systems, axles
and attaching parts, wheels and rims,
and steering systems.

(2) Pushout windows, emergency
doors, and emergency door marking
lights in buses shall be inspected at
least every 90 days.

(b) Required records—For vehicles
controlled for 30 consecutive days or
more, except for a private motor car-
rier of passengers (nonbusiness), the
motor carriers shall maintain, or cause
to be maintained, the following record
for each vehicle:

(1) An identification of the vehicle
including company number, if so
marked, make, serial number, year,
and tire size. In addition, if the motor
vehicle is not owned by the motor car-
rier, the record shall identify the name
of the person furnishing the vehicle;

(2) A means to indicate the nature
and due date of the various inspection
and maintenance operations to be per-
formed;

(3) A record of inspection, repairs,
and maintenance indicating their date
and nature; and

(4) A record of tests conducted on
pushout windows, emergency doors,
and emergency door marking lights on
buses.

(c) Record retention. The records re-
quired by this section shall be retained
where the vehicle is either housed or
maintained for a period of 1 year and
for 6 months after the motor vehicle
leaves the motor carrier’s control.

[44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 55868, Dec. 16, 1983; 53 FR 18058, May 19,
1988; 59 FR 8753, Feb. 23, 1994; 59 FR 60324,
Nov. 23, 1994]

§396.5 Lubrication.

Every motor carrier shall ensure that
each motor vehicle subject to its con-
trol is—

(a) Properly lubricated; and

(b) Free of oil and grease leaks.
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